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Senate EPW Committee and  
Boxer Campaign, 110th/111th 

In DC since first Clinton 
Administration 

Advocacy Campaigns from 
104th through 109th 
Congresses 

Advocacy communications, 
from both sides… 

Pete’s Credentials 



Agenda 
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How do you talk about your work? 

Elevator speech overview 

Building our elevator speech 

Practice 

Next steps 
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How Do You Talk About Your Work? 

Photo: www.jonhotchkiss.com 



Why Have an Elevator Speech? 

You Glad you 
asked 

Yikes! 
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What is an Elevator Speech? 



An Elevator Speech Is 

ü 

ü 

ü 

ü 

Brief – 30-60 seconds 

Clear – No jargon or acronyms 

Passionate 

More about why than what 

Not 

ü 

ü 

ü 

ü 

A mission statement 

A history lesson 

A monologue 

A script 



Elevator Speech Components 

1. Strong opening 
•  Tagline 
•  Factoid 
•  Statistic 
•  Story 

The need or problem 

Our unique response 

Engage them 

2. 

3. 
4. 



Let’s Build an Elevator Speech 

1. Strong opening 
•  Tagline 
•  Factoid 
•  Statistic 
•  Story 

The need or problem 

Our unique response 

Engage them 

2. 

3. 
4. 



Work Session 
1. Strong opening 

•  Tagline 
•  Factoid 
•  Statistic 
•  Story 

The need or problem 

Our unique response 

Engage them 

2. 

3. 

4. 



Going Up? 
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Next Steps 



Start Where You Are 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Who? 

How? 

When? 

Prep People to Use It 



Who? Spokespersons. 

ü 

ü 

ü 

Board 

Staff 

Who else? 

Photo: National Association of Home Builders 



How? 3-Step Prep. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Boil down 

Story 

Practice 

Ohio families lose $1.6 billion every 
year, because they don’t know about 
or think they don’t qualify for federal 
benefits. 

Ohio families lose $1.6 billion every 
year, because they don’t know about 
or think they don’t qualify for federal 
benefits. 



When? Make a Schedule. 

Name Date By Done 

Ed May 1 Caitlin ü 

Dave May 1 Lorraine 

Melanie May 15 Caitlin 

Nick May 22 Colin 
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Congratulations! 



©2011 Spitfire Strategies LLC 
Spitfire Strategies owns all copyright for this presentation.  

You may reproduce copies of this presentation for non-commercial use  
to share with colleagues at your organization.  

The presentation may not be copied or reproduced for other purposes  
without the express written permission of Spitfire Strategies LLC. 

www.SpitfireStrategies.com 

Congratulations! 


